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	What do you think makes Mill Rythe different to other schools?
	At Mill Rythe Infant School, every child is celebrated as a unique learner, nurtured in a warm environment where curiosity and creativity shine. Our dedicated teachers create learning experiences that spark imagination and build confidence from the very first day. Together, we help children develop a lifelong love of learning, ready to take on the world with big smiles and even bigger dreams.

	We are out of catchment – can we still apply?
	Of course! Our Admissions policy on our website has further information on our selection processes in the event we are oversubscribed. 


	What pre-schools do you take children from?
	We accept children from all pre-schools and childminders across Havant, Emsworth and Hayling, though some of our children come all the way from Waterlooville! We have strong links with local nurseries and pre-schools and will ensure your child has a smooth and happy start to their schooling. 


	What Phonics programme do you follow?
	We follow Bug Club Phonics for both our Reading books and Phonics teaching. It is a systematic, synthetic approach to Phonics that we show fidelity to across both Key Stages. Children start Phonics sessions within the first few weeks of school and have daily discrete Phonics lessons, supported by experienced staff.  We adopt a ‘keep-up’ approach so additional sessions or interventions are put in place to ensure children don’t fall behind.  

Each child takes home a reading book tailored to their phonic level and a login for online Bug Club reading at home too.  


	When is your next Ofsted inspection?
	Our last inspection was in February 2023 so we are expecting to welcome Ofsted in the Spring/Summer of 2027.


	What happens when my child finishes at MRIS? Do we automatically go to the Junior school?
	You will need to apply for a Junior School space through the Hampshire Admissions website. The majority of our children transition to Mill Rythe Junior School who we work closely with to ensure a positive and easy transition to Key Stage 2. 


	How do you support children with Special Educational Needs?
	High quality teaching, adapted for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have, or may have SEND. We use an assess-plan-do-review cycle when deciding whether to place or keep children on the SEND register. For higher levels of need, we draw on more specialised assessments and advice from outside agencies and professionals. Pupils needing SEN support may have an Individualised Pupil Plan (IPP), which is written by the SENCo and shared with parents. We are extremely fortunate to have a highly skilled team who are able to support the children with developing specific skills.


	How do you challenge more able pupils?
	Class teachers use a range of assessments to ensure they know individual children’s strengths and areas for development. This enables them to plan learning that offers an appropriate level of scaffolding or challenge for all pupils. Our teaching and support staff target specific children within the classroom to move their learning forwards in different ways and at different rates. The Senior Leadership Team monitors learning and attainment closely to ensure all children are receiving sufficient support and challenge. 

	What after-school clubs are there and how do they work?
	We offer a range of after-school care, depending on the needs of your family. Through the week we host Magical Maths, Pompey in the Community Football, AAA coaching and Dance by Rosie – all at our Infant school, finishing between 4.00-4.15 depending on which club you choose. 

If you need care until later in the day we also have Active8, which is based at our Junior School. They will collect your children from us and you can collect up until 6pm. 

	Are there any breakfast clubs?
	Yes! AAA coaching runs a sports club each morning from 7.45am in our school hall and Active8 also runs a breakfast club at our Juniors from 7.45. There is a handy table below to show when clubs are available.



Breakfast clubs
	
	Monday 
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Active8 – from 7.45
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	AAA Coaching – from 7.45
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 



After-school clubs
	
	Monday 
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Active8

	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Dance by Rosie
	
	
	· 
	
	· 
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	· 
	

	Magical Maths
	
	· 
	
	
	

	Pompey in the Community Football
	
	· 
	
	
	



	What school trips do you offer?
	We always endeavour to keep up to date with educational experiences offered in the local and Hampshire communities. Our Beach School visits are to the local beaches and harbours on Hayling/Langstone. Last year we also offered visits to Weald and Downland (Year 1), Longdown Dairy Farm (Year R) and Winchester Science Museum (Year 2). Our visits are always linked to our curriculum and the children have a wonderful time!

	How do you deal with challenging behaviour?
	We are an Attachment and Trauma Aware Setting (ATAS) and believe every behaviour is a communication. Our staff are highly skilled in de-escalating children who show challenging behaviours and we ensure that we communicate openly and honestly with all parents. Our behaviour values are ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’ and we expect children to show these at all times.

Our primary role is to keep all children safe and happy in school. We offer several reward systems, for example collecting stars in a jar which is a whole-class reward for teamwork showing our behaviour values. Our learning rewards are also highly prized by the children with handwriting certificates, Times Table Rockstars and Numbots certificates and Golden envelopes for learning all given out at our fortnightly celebration assembly. 

If a child is showing behaviour that is unsuitable for learning they are reminded of our expectations. Should this behaviour continue or a child show dangerous behaviours then we will support the child with time away from the classroom - either in partner class or with a member of our Senior Leadership Team, until they are able to engage in their learning. 

Only a very small minority of our children show unsuitable behaviours in school and our aim is to support all our children alongside parents in being ‘Ready, Respectful and Safe’. 

	What do I do if I have a concern about my child?
	Speak to your child’s class teacher and they will be able to offer in-class support or refer to other, specialised members of our team as appropriate. 

	Can my child bring in a snack?
	There is no need to provide a snack – we offer all children a free piece of fruit or vegetable each morning and in our EYFS we also offer free milk to those under 5. 

	How do lunchtimes work?
	We have an on-site catering team, run by Dolce catering. All meals are free as we are an infant school and chosen at home by you and your child before they come to school. There are several food choices daily so the children can always find something to enjoy at lunch. You can even order food a half-term in advance! We cater to all allergies and intolerances. 

	Do you have a library?
	Yes! Our woodland library was funded by our Parent, Teacher and Friends Association last year (PTFA) and all children visit weekly to take home a book of their choice. 

	How do you support transition when children start school?
	Mill Rythe Infant School supports a smooth and happy transition by getting to know each child and their family before they even start. We offer welcoming visits, stay-and-play sessions, and close partnerships with local preschools to help children feel confident and excited about their new adventure. Our caring staff take time to build strong relationships, ensuring every child settles quickly, feels safe, and is ready to thrive from day one.
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